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BosweWs Easter visits to London.   [A.D, 1774.
r i
the strong devotion which I felt on that occasion diffused its influence on my mind through the rest of the year1.
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
\Not dated*, but written about the i yh of March^
'DEAR SIR,
' I am ashamed to think that since I received your letter I have passed so many clays without answering it.
'I think there is no great difficulty in resolving your doubts. The reasons for which you are inclined to visit London, are, I think, not of sufficient strength to answer the objections. That you should delight to come once a year to the fountain of intelligence and pleasure, is very natural; but both information and pleasure must be regulated by propriety. Pleasure, which cannot be obtained but by unseasonable or unsuitable expence, must always end in pain; and pleasure, which must be enjoyed at the expence of another's pain, can never be such as a worthy mind can fully delight in.
' What improvement you might gain by coming to London, you may easily supply, or easily compensate, by enjoining yourself some particular study at home, or opening some new avenue to information. Edinburgh is not yet exhausted; and I am sure you will find no pleasure here which can deserve either that you should anticipate any part of your future fortune, or that you should condemn yourself and your lady to penurious frugality for the rest of the year.
' I need not tell you what regard you owe to Mrs. Boswell's entreaties j or how much you ought to study the happiness of her who studies yours with so much diligence, and of whose kindness you enjoy such good effects. Life cannot subsist in society but by reciprocal concessions. She permitted you to ramble last year, you must permit her now to keep you at home.
' Your last reason is so serious, that I am unwilling to oppose it Yet you must remember, that your image of worshipping once a year in a certain place, in imitation of the Jews, is but a comparison ; and simile 11011 est idem; if the annual resort to Jerusalem was a duty to the Jews, it was a duty because it was commanded; and you have no such command, therefore no such duty. It may be dangerous to receive too readily, and indulge too fondly, opinions,
1 See fast, April 16,1775.
See ante, i. 141, note 2.
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